St. Barnabas Athletic Board

October 14, 2009

Dear Parents,

It has come to the attention of the board that families are questioning the current increase in basketball and volleyball fees. We wanted to take this chance to explain why fees were raised.  

Fees were raised to cover the direct cost of each sport based upon the projections of players in each grade and the league fees for each sport. Last year, we collected approximately $80 per player per sport and spent approximately $5000 in league fees for each sport. The league fees did not include gym rental, equipment, gym workers and referee fees.  The reduction in the number of players in all sports and our promise to cease fundraising led to a negative income for the 2008-09 Athletic Board of $13,000. In addition,  in response from the parish, the Athletic Board has agreed to help defray some of the school’s costs by paying a portion of the utilities and cleaning the common areas more frequently.  

Our ultimate goal is to run a lean organization by paying just what is needed each year to cover our costs and starting over each May anew. The Parish staff is aware of our goal and is supporting us in that direction.

With the help of the St. Barnabas Men’s Club, we have made some capital improvements to the gym over the last few years, but the Parish staff will handle any new projects with input from you and the Athletic Board.  Some of our past improvements have included:

· New lights and Bleachers

· New Conference banner and American Flag
· New refreshment stand
We are hopeful that the refreshment stand will help us lower our costs each year.  We have made the gym more available to all leagues in the hope that more games will be played there. We have already seen an increase. The success of the refreshment stand depends wholly upon our parent volunteers. Each food item sold brings in some revenue for athletic programs.

In conclusion, all the members of the Athletic Board are committed to a “user pays” system with no balance on the books at the end of each year. The books are always open for review, and anyone may attend our meetings or contact any board member. If you prefer to remain anonymous, please contact one of our Family Liaisons, Jim Valek or Sheri Jendra.  All of your Board members names can be found at www.stbarnabasparish.org .

Thanks for your continued support and we look forward to a great year!  GO BUCKEYES!
